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the Affordable Care Act. We must re-
peal ObamaCare and start over for the
sake of Americans and our Nation’s
children.

RECREATIONAL FISHING AND
HUNTING

(Mr. HOLDING asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. HOLDING. Mr. Speaker, Ameri-
cans are struggling to find jobs in our
economy, so we must take advantage
of the opportunities for job growth
where and whenever they arise. And
today I want to highlight the positive
economic impact of recreational fish-
ing and hunting.

Mr. Speaker, nationwide, sportsmen
contribute over $3 billion of State and
Federal revenue annually through
hunting and fishing licenses, fees, and
excise taxes.

In my home State of North Carolina,
hunters and anglers produced over
35,000 jobs in 2011—more than the com-
bined employment of the two largest
private employers in the State. Sports-
men and -women generated $249 million
in State and local taxes in 2011—
enough to support the salaries of over
6,000 police and sheriff’s patrol officers.

I rise today to support this important
industry and what it is doing for my
home State. Hunting, fishing, boating,
and other recreational sports foster
growth in our economy and create jobs.

——

COMMUNICATION FROM THE
CLERK OF THE HOUSE

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Clerk of the House of
Representatives:

JUNE 4, 2013.
Hon. JOHN A. BOEHNER,
Speaker, The Capitol, House of Representatives,
Washington, DC.

DEAR MR. SPEAKER: Pursuant to the per-
mission granted in Clause 2(h) of Rule IT of
the Rules of the U.S. House of Representa-
tives, the Clerk received the following mes-
sage from the Secretary of the Senate on
June 4, 2013 at 11:00 a.m.:

That the Senate passed with an amend-
ment H.R. 588.

With best wishes, I am

Sincerely,
KAREN L. HAAS,
Clerk.

——————

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, the Chair
will postpone further proceedings
today on the motion to suspend the
rules on which a recorded vote or the
yeas and nays are ordered, or on which
the vote incurs objection under clause
6 of rule XX.

Any record vote on the postponed
question will be taken later.

———

RUTH MOORE ACT OF 2013

Mr. MILLER of Florida. Mr. Speaker,
I move to suspend the rules and pass
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the bill (H.R. 671) to amend title 38,
United States Code, to improve the dis-
ability compensation evaluation proce-
dure of the Secretary of Veterans Af-
fairs for veterans with mental health
conditions related to military sexual
trauma, and for other purposes, as
amended.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The text of the bill is as follows:

H.R. 671

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘“‘Ruth Moore Act
of 2013”.

SEC. 2. REPORTS ON CLAIMS FOR DISABILITIES
INCURRED OR AGGRAVATED BY
MILITARY SEXUAL TRAUMA.

(a) ANNUAL REPORTS.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Subchapter VI of chapter 11
of title 38, United States Code, is amended by
adding at the end the following new section:
“§1164. Reports on claims for disabilities in-

curred or aggravated by military sexual

trauma

‘“(a) REPORTS.—Not later than December 1,
2014, and each year thereafter through 2018, the
Secretary shall submit to Congress a report on
covered claims submitted during the previous
fiscal year.

‘“(b) ELEMENTS.—Each report wunder sub-
section (a) shall include the following:

“(1) The number of covered claims submitted
to or considered by the Secretary during the fis-
cal year covered by the report.

“(2) Of the covered claims listed under para-
graph (1), the number and percentage of such
claims—

“(A) submitted by each sex;

“(B) that were approved, including the num-
ber and percentage of such approved claims sub-
mitted by each sex; and

“(C) that were denied, including the number
and percentage of such denied claims submitted
by each sex.

“(3) Of the covered claims listed under para-
graph (1) that were approved, the number and
percentage, listed by each sex, of claims as-
signed to each rating percentage.

“(4) Of the covered claims listed under para-
graph (1) that were denied—

““(A) the three most common reasons given by
the Secretary under section 5104(b)(1) of this
title for such denials; and

“(B) the number of denials that were based on
the failure of a veteran to report for a medical
examination.

“(5) The number of covered claims that, as of
the end of the fiscal year covered by the report,
are pending and, separately, the number of such
claims on appeal.

““(6) For the fiscal year covered by the report,
the average number of days that covered claims
take to complete beginning on the date on which
the claim is submitted.

“(7) A description of the training that the Sec-
retary provides to employees of the Veterans
Benefits Administration specifically with respect
to covered -claims, including the frequency,
length, and content of such training.

““‘(c) DEFINITIONS.—In this section:

““(1) The term ‘covered claims’ means claims
for disability compensation submitted to the Sec-
retary based on a covered mental health condi-
tion alleged to have been incurred or aggravated
by military sexual trauma.

““(2) The term ‘covered mental health condi-
tion’ means post-traumatic stress disorder, anx-
iety, depression, or other mental health diag-
nosis described in the current version of the Di-
agnostic and Statistical Manual of Mental Dis-
orders published by the American Psychiatric
Association that the Secretary determines to be
related to military sexual trauma.
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‘“(3) The term ‘military sexual trauma’ means,
with respect to a veteran, psychological trauma,
which in the judgment of a mental health pro-
fessional, resulted from a physical assault of a
sexual nature, battery of a serual nature, or
sexual harassment which occurred during active
military, naval, or air service.”.

(2) CLERICAL AMENDMENT.—The table of sec-
tions at the beginning of such chapter is amend-
ed by adding at the end the following new item:
““1164. Reports on claims for disabilities incurred

or aggravated by military sexual
trauma.”’.

(3) INITIAL REPORT.—The Secretary of Vet-
erans Affairs shall submit to Congress an initial
report described in section 1164 of title 38,
United States Code, as added by paragraph (1),
by not later than 90 days after the date of the
enactment of this Act. Such initial report shall
be in addition to the annual reports required
under such section beginning in December 2014.

(b) SENSE OF CONGRESS.—It is the sense of
Congress that the Secretary of Veterans Affairs
should update and improve the regulations of
the Department of Veterans Affairs with respect
to military sexual trauma by—

(1) ensuring that military sexual trauma is
specified as an in-service stressor in determining
the service-connection of post-traumatic stress
disorder by including military sexual trauma as
a stressor described in section 3.304(f)(3) of title
38, Code of Federal Regulations; and

(2) recognizing the full range of physical and
mental disabilities (including depression, anz-
iety, and other disabilities as indicated in the
Diagnostic and Statistical Manual of Mental
Disorders published by the American Psy-
chiatric Association) that can result from mili-
tary sexual trauma.

(c) PROVISION OF INFORMATION.—During the
period beginning on the date that is 15 months
after the date of the enactment of this Act and
ending on the date on which the Secretary up-
dates and improves regulations as described in
subsection (b), the Secretary shall—

(1) provide to each veteran who has submitted
a covered claim or been treated for military sex-
ual trauma at a medical facility of the Depart-
ment with a copy of the report under subsection
(a)(3) or section 1164 of title 38, United States
Code, as added by subsection (a)(1), that has
most recently been submitted to Congress;

(2) provide on a monthly basis to each veteran
who has submitted any claim for disability com-
pensation or been treated at a medical facility of
the Department information that includes—

(A) the date that the Secretary plans to com-
plete such updates and improvements to such
regulations;

(B) the number of covered claims that have
been granted or denied during the month cov-
ered by such information;

(C) a comparison to such rate of grants and
denials with the rate for other claims regarding
post-traumatic stress disorder;

(D) the three most common reasons for such
denials;

(E) the average time for completion of covered
claims;

(F) the average time for processing covered
claims at each regional office; and

(G) any information the Secretary determines
relevant with respect to submitting a covered
claim;

(3) in addition to providing to veterans the in-
formation described in paragraph (2), the Sec-
retary shall make available on a monthly basis
such information on a conspicuous location of
the Internet website of the Department; and

(4) submit to Congress on a monthly basis a
report that includes—

(A) a list of all adjudicated covered claims, in-
cluding ancillary claims, during the month cov-
ered by the report;

(B) the outcome with respect to each medical
condition included in the claim; and

(C) the reason given for any denial of such a
claim.
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